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Szymaszek’s Homo Sailor King in Emptied of All Ships—do you Speak Greek?

Stacy Szymaszek@ book Emptied of All Ships (Litmus Press 2005)combines the hormo
and the piratical to make outaw speech in a place which has traditiondly been outside
thelaw. Thesailor-protagonist in the bookis James, Gilias James,Oa robotarmed sailor-
siren with Protean shoulders, sailing on a bonhonie sea where Griendsbecome/ ink on
theknees/ hddtochin/ TA  NM.O QamesOl gather has had some kind of accident.
When | call James musclearmed, Szymaszek corrects me, saying Qhe salient feature of
hisarmsisthat helog one replaced by aroboic one..I don®know how hedid, but
rocks are falling out of thesky and there are dead fish in ahot sea and hewas reclaimed
adrift onafin so there was some kind of accident.O

Szymaszek@ queer pastoralsN aguaorals reallyN show the sailor James as an
Gambidextrouswonde.O Not jug ambidextrous but atrangtiond self-objectifying
object, who can envision hisown arm as afish. She writestha he

envisionshistan arm

inaSicilian net
gilled and thrashing

mummified arm Indonesian
sailor skin
boxed in glass and lead

cal it James

It, the object James, lets usin on hir GruiseOof personaeN not disphoiic but euphoically
aroundtheworld on an ambisexud and serpentine path from Cypressto Elysium,
Pompsii to Finland. Butthejoumey isalso aliterary one speech isthedress of the pod-
sailor@ thoughtand in the bdlast of persona(l puff / words/ into / a brass/ spesking /
tube// to preserve / radio silenceO[(Radio SilenceQ) thereader isinvited or dared to
xnodk my hat off / swill my brain.O Brainsfromthefirst poen are a synecdochefor
masculinity:

noone
knows
thebrains



| am now

but the sailor has brawn too and: QhJeis thought/ to possess/ acharmEt ha rendas him
/ lawlessO(CBailor KingQ). Queers have always been fond of adventures Git seaON the sea
isanotorioudy goodplace for outlaw behaviorsN where kitsch, chaosand rumrule and
James is inevitably Qqueer@N an adjective of doubful origin butpossibly in the sense of
the German QqueOor bliquedN oblique peverse, not going straight to the point;
rounddou, indrect.

And queer girlsfor some reason have always liked gay pom and the sailor aestheticN the
beauty of the Tom of Finland muscled homo-sailor in tight pants nuzzling agang his hot
friend the@newho/ taughthim / to smoke O Szymaszek is notjus avoyeur, sheisthe
sailor, shewears masculinity as a kind of literal suit (swimsuit? sharkskin?) in her work
as an embeddal gende-joumdist, punnng onthecraft of craft (the pen, thework) and
craft (thevessel). Thisallows her to beliterally composng on a ship wearing a strapon.
Ink isimmediately conflated with a pomo sea, thesailor with the sail and writing with
mariner-errancy. The Szymaszek-poe sailor (SS or Stacy) writes that a Gailmaker /
gtichesyou/ inddeasail / last to touch / your craft / dipped starboad.O And thetreeis
consdered as proto ship, with Quptured jointsOthat Goak in/ degp ink.O

Everythingis pitched seaward, thoughshe wrote this while livingin Milwaukee. Perhgps
thesea pulled her to New Y ork, where shenow lives and works. Even he initials are
nautical: S.S. S.S.N which isthe name of thecraft itself notthe person sailing the craftN
SS hersalf says O the Szymaszek poe definitely inhabit all the pronounsand the prope
namesN in thisway it is asolipsstic joumey, with languaye, having the appesrance of
adventure genre.O Like booksof the adventure genre mugt be, thisis ariveting book, a
real pagetumner. In her Quminousprowl of sea,OSzymaszek tells of a misadventured
sailor she shipsoff to anidand:

ig.

where | sent him
bdl-bottomed

| won
wrongwoman called

where (dl-bottomedOcould apply to either theheor thel. We spesk of cloaking our
gpeech or dressing our thought fabric-ations vestments. Tha SS puts on male vestments
in theadventure reveas language as a site for paforming drag. Asliterary style merges
with sartoria style, podic craft with nautical craft, theresult is an absence of oppostion
between the gendas. Theandrogynehas notalack buta surplusof tendendes, after al.
Thereationsip between hes and hes and hes and shes and |s and yousas they morph
reveal notafragmented discourse butvariousbodyparts codescing: a protean shoulder, a
mummified arm, awax phalus mending kit (contents of a Gecret-bottomed drawerQN
tools giving the poe the ability like Milton®@ angds to switch gendes at will. Thepodic
personaeven has apodic persona James is a pod who trandates Su Tung-P® and Yu
Xuanji. Andcruises.



And sheis Qvrongwoman called.O The sailor who can pass as a boy and feign akind of
faggory. Thesailor who can passasagirl. Szymaszek® seais doubly paved with these
ornamentsN not only femininity speaks with florid speech butthereisacloaking. There
are flamboyant ornamental rhymes like Gny embroidered misnomer,Oand she says Gny
oratory isagurgle of scales and water.O Whereas Adam complainstha thereis Qoo
much of ornamentOin Eve, Szymaszek( style ambiguaes so-called feminine ornament
by housngit in atight shipN oneto three wordsper line Many of her lines are like
classical columns

Pompdii
ashin
orange
wedge

asingleimagetha sticks onthebrain and thetongue. These stanza-pearls are dressed in
tight corsets emulating a Roman, masculinebrevity. Her use of craft (Qast to touch /
your craftQ tells usshudks we are outsidethelaw. Thelast wordsof thebookare On
Greek.O



